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WEDDING BANNS 
Erica Daniels and Matt Seebeck 

September 15, 2018 at 2PM 
 

RCIA	HO	class	29	–		
The	Sacrament	of	Anointing 

	 The	Sacrament	of	Anointing	of	the	Sick	(Unctio	Infirmorum)	is	perhaps	one	of	the	least	well	understood	of	

the	seven	sacraments	of	the	Church,	probably	because	it	is	also	the	least	familiar	to	most	of	the	faithful.	It	is	by	

means	of	this	sacrament	that	the	Church	commends	any	one	of	faithful	who	is	dangerously	ill	to	the	suffering	and	

glorified	Lord	so	that	He	may	support	and	save	them.	Therefore,	it	is	not	a	sacrament	only	for	those	who	are	at	the	

point	of	death,	but	also	for	those	who	begin	to	be	in	danger	of	death	from	sickness	or	old	age.	At	the	same	time	the	

sacrament	is	not	primarily	intended	to	bring	about	physical	healing,	although	this	may	occur,	but	to	unite	the	sick	

person	more	closely	to	the	Passion	of	Christ.	 

	 The	matter	of	the	sacrament	is	the	anointing	of	the	forehead	and	the	palms	of	the	hands	with	oil	(oleo	

infirmorum)	blessed	by	the	Bishop	at	the	Chrism	Mass	on	Holy	Thursday.	 

	 The	form	of	the	sacrament	is	the	words	“Through	this	holy	anointing	may	the	Lord	in	His	love	and	mercy	

help	you	with	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(+).	May	the	Lord	who	frees	you	from	sin	save	you	and	raise	you	up	(+).”	 

	 The	first	grace	of	the	sacrament	is	one	of	strengthening,	peace,	and	courage	to	overcome	the	difficulties	

that	come	with	serious	illness	or	old	age.	The	grace	of	the	sacrament	also	brings	about	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	

Whenever	possible	the	administration	of	the	Sacrament	includes	Sacramental	Confession.	But	in	the	case	of	an	

unconscious	person	unable	to	confess	his	sins,	they	can	be	forgiven	through	Anointing	presuming	that	the	person	

would	have	desired	to	confess	and	receive	sacramental	absolution	had	he	been	able.	Physical	healing	can	also	be	an	

effect	of	Anointing.	Whether	or	not	physical	healing	occurs	is	a	mystery,	but	it	is	connected	to	how,	in	God’s	

providence,	this	effect	would	lead	to	the	salvation	of	the	healed	person	and	to	the	salvation	of	those	around	him.	 

	 The	most	important	meaning	and	effect	of	the	Sacrament	of	Anointing	is	the	uniting	of	the	sick	person	to	

the	Passion	(suffering)	of	Christ	for	his	own	good	and	the	good	of	the	whole	Church.	In	a	certain	way,	the	recipient	of	

this	sacrament	is	“consecrated”	to	share	in	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ	by	uniting	his	own	sufferings	to	those	of	

Christ	and	offering	that	suffering	along	with	Christ’s	for	the	continuation	of	His	saving	work	in	the	world.	While	the	

sick	person’s	suffering	may	not	be	noticeably	eased	by	the	sacrament,	his	suffering	does	take	on	both	a	positive	

meaning,	and	a	real	redemptive	value.	“By	celebrating	this	sacrament,	the	Church,	in	the	Communion	of	Saints,	

intercedes	for	the	benefit	of	the	sick	person,	and	he...	contributes	to	the	sanctification	of	the	Church	and	to	the	good	

of	all	men	for	whom	the	Church	suffers	and	offers	Herself	through	Christ	to	God	the	Father.”	 

(Sources:	Code	of	Canon	Law	#998-1007;	CCC	#1500-1532;	Haffner,	The	Sacramental	Mystery).	 

 

Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat: March 28th-31st at 
the Blue Army Shrine in Ashbury, NJ 

A retreat for Sacramentally married couples that provides them 
with an opportunity to begin their spiritual journey together (or 
deepen it if it already exists) as well as an introduction to 
Domestic Church for those interested in beginning formation in a 
Domestic Church circle. 			
Register	at:	
	https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/domestic-church-
evangelization-retreat-march-28-31-2019-blue-army-shrine	
Domestic	Church	is	the	family	branch	of	the	Light-Life	
Movement,	founded	in	Poland	by	Servant	of	God,	Fr.	Franciszeck	
Blachnicki	with	the	guidance,	support,	and	influence	of	his	
bishop,	Karol	Wojtyla	(Pope	Saint	John	Paul	II).		Domestic	Church	
(DC)	provides	lifelong	formation	for	sacramentally	married	
couples.		DC	couples	and	families	strive	to	fulfill	7	“promises”.		
The	first	four	promises	are	daily	individual	prayer,	daily	study	of	
scripture,	daily	couple	prayer,	and	daily	family	prayer.		The	last	
three	are	a	committment	to	a	monthly	couple	dialogue,	the	
formation	of	a	rule	of	life,	and	a	yearly	Domestic	Church	retreat.		
In	addition,	each	month	4-7	couples	gather	together	with	their	
circle	priest	to	enjoy	a	meal	together	while	sharing	their	joys	and	
sorrows	of	the	month,	pray	together,	and	work	through	the	
formational	materials.		The	circle	is	a	support	for	the	couples	as	
well	as	a	way	to	further	their	understanding	of	the	7	“promises”.	
Local	Contact:		
Harry	and	Bridget	Bethray	Tel:	(203)	247-4363		Email:	
bridget.bethray@gmail.co	
Fr.	Sam	Scott,	St.	Joseph’s	Church,	Danbury	-	Email:	
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RCIA WKSH Class 29  
Anointing and Funerals 

 
1)  Give three different names for the Sacrament of Anointing.   

2)  Who administers the Sacrament of Anointing?   

3)  What other sacrament normally accompanies the Sacrament of Anointing?   

4)  If a person is unconscious, can he still be anointed?   

5)  What are the two purposes of the Sacrament of Anointing?   

6)  When is the proper time to call the priest to anoint someone?   

7)  Why should a Funeral Mass be offered for a Catholic who has died? (two reasons)   

8)  Is cremation acceptable from a Catholic point of view?   

9)  What should be done with the ashes after a body has been cremated?   

10)  What should NOT be done with the ashes after a body has been cremated.   

11)  The Sunday Mass is always about one person. Who is that person?   

12)  The Funeral Mass is always about one person. Who is that person?   

13)  Is the Funeral Mass supposed to be a celebration of the deceased person’s life?   

 


